
 

 

CRPOA’s Successful Lawsuit Against California DOJ: 
Los Angeles Superior Court Issues Final Judgment 

 
The judgment in our successful lawsuit against the California Department of 
Justice is posted below.  The California DOJ has informed the CRPOA that it will 
not appeal this ruling, meaning it is final. 
 
The judgment orders the California DOJ to register a patrol rifle which a California 
reserve peace officer acquires pursuant to the written authorization of the head of 
the reserve peace officer’s agency (typically a Chief or Sheriff) in compliance with 
California Penal Code Section 30630(b).  Note that the Penal Code would define a 
patrol rifle as an “assault weapon,” but we refer to in this notice as a “patrol rifle.” 
 
For those reserve peace officers whose agencies authorize their reserves to acquire 
a patrol rifle, please provide a copy of this court order to your agencies through 
your chain of command.   
 
We have also posted below an example of an authorization letter which can be 
presented to an FFL at the time of purchase of the patrol rifle.  If a law 
enforcement agency wishes to equip an officer with a patrol rifle and authorizes the 
officer to acquire that rifle, this form can be used by the law enforcement agency 
for this purpose.  If an agency uses its own letter, we recommend that it include the 
substance of the attached letter or the registration potentially might be rejected by 
the California DOJ.   
 
Also, we recommend having available at the time of purchase a copy of the final 
judgment in case there is any confusion on the part of the FFL as to the eligibility 
of the California reserve peace officer to make the purchase.  That being said, 
many FFL’s may still be unaware of this case and its outcome, which may cause a 
short delay in the purchase.  While regrettable, we urge patience and 
professionalism through the process. 
  



 
 
Lastly, please remember to strictly follow all the policies and procedures of your 
agency as well as all statutory and regulatory requirements of California law and 
the California DOJ relative to the acquisition, receipt, registration, possession or 
use of a patrol rifle.  It is the personal responsibility of every law enforcement 
officer acquiring such a firearm to know and follow these requirements in all 
respects. 
 
As always, if you have any questions, please email me at rene@crpoa.org. 
 
Stay safe everyone. 
 
Jim René, CRPOA General Counsel 
 
This notice is information only and does not constitute legal advice. The 
recipient shall not be entitled to rely on it for any purpose whatsoever. The 
transmission of an email request to the author of this notice does not create an 
attorney-client relationship, and the transmission of any response to such 
request or any other information contained herein is not intended to create, 
and the receipt thereof does not constitute, an attorney-client relationship 
between the author of this notice and the recipient thereof. All liability with 
respect to any information contained herein is expressly disclaimed. Under no 
circumstances may the recipient hold the California Reserve Peace Officers 
Association or the author of this notice responsible for any acts the recipient 
decides to take or not to take based on any information contained herein or 
otherwise.  The recipient is strongly advised to consult his or her personal 
attorney in connection with any information discussed herein or any action 
taken by the recipient in connection therewith. 
 


